PREFACE

WHILE I was lecturing somewhere in the
Eastern States Mr. Reynolds sent me a
bundle of photographic copies of articles
of mine published in American news-
papers when I was a very young man,
said they would interest students of the
Irish intellectual movement and asked
leave to publish them. I thought his
letter generous, for all but two or three
had been published before the Copyright
Act of 1891. I read what was not too
blurred or in too small print for my sight,
and noticed that I had in later life worked
out with the excitement of discovery
things known in my youth as though one
forgot and rediscovered oneself. I had
forgotten my early preoccupation with the
theatre, with an attempt to free it from
commercialism with a handsome little
stage in a Bedford Park Clubhouse. As